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«Among the land used for agriculture and forestry, soil is an important component. The intense

and increased pressure on land leads to its degradation and pollution, which may result in a partial or
complete loss of it's productive capacity. Soil degradation can be described as a process by which one
or more of the potential ecological functions of the soil are harmed. These functions relate to bio-mass
production (nutrient, air and water supply, root support for plants) to filtering, buffering, storage and
transformation (e.g., water, nutrients, pollutants), and to biological habitat and gene reserve. Saoil
degradation is defined as a process that lowers the current and/or future capacity of the soil to
produce goods and services. Two categories of a soil degradation process are recognised, viz.,
displacement of soil material (e.g., soil erosion by water forces or by wind forces) and in situ soil
deterioration covering chemical or physical soil degradation. Classifications of soil degradation types,
subtypes and symbols for use are given below. The relevant definitions are given in FAO (1994) and
(Adapted from FAO/RAPA, 1992).» The Committee on Statistics of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
http://www.unescap.org/stat/envstat/envstat.asp»

$ Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE)
http://www.iwr.msu.edu/rusle/about.htm. , '

A=R*K*LS*C*P

5

A= .

R = rainfall-runoff erosivity factor
K = soil erodibility factor

L = slope length factor

S = slope steepness factor

C = cover-management factor

P = support practice factor
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